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vincing. There was a distinct change during 1912, when
he was Premier and Minister of Foreign Affairs, in the di-
rection of tightening the alliance and extending French
support to Russian ambitions in the Balkans. This was
not, however, as many of his critics assert, with the aim of
bringing about a war by which France should recover
Alsace-Lorraine. It was to establish greater solidarity in
the Triple Entente. In so doing he tended to divide the
Powers more and more into two armed and opposing camps,
so that the Triple Entente could impose its will on the
Triple Alliance; or, if a diplomatic crisis should arise, the
former could safely defy the latter, and willingly risk war
with superior forces rather than accept a diplomatic defeat.
This is exactly what happened in 1914. He believed a
European war "inevitable"; in tightening the Entente and
in making promises to Russia he did in fact tend to make
it inevitable. Herein lies his responsibility.
After M. Delcasse had-occupied the French Embassy at
St. Petersburg for a few weeks in 1913, it was handed over
to one of President Poincare's old school friends and most
devoted followers, M. Maurice Paleologue. In the opening
pages of An Ambassador's Memoirs** M. Paleologue de-
scribes vividly the gala events and chauvinistic enthusiasm
accompanying President Poincare's visit to the Tsar, and
the situation in Russia on the eve of the War. Though the
facts related by the French Ambassador do not always have
the accuracy and definiteness which one would expect if
his charmingly written book were really based on a diary
written day by day, it is, nevertheless, of much value to the
historian. It reproduces with fidelity the exultant war spirit
inspired in Russian ruling circles by President Poincare's
presence and speeches. It describes dramatically, for in-
stance, the gala banquet of July 22 at which the two
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